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Wake Up and Smell the Coffee
(Dunnville, Ontario, March 17, 2008) –On Friday, March 28 , 2008, 7 pm at Dunnville Secondary School, dream’s raising awareness series presents the film, Black Gold, a powerful expose of the multi-billion dollar coffee industry.
Whether your fix is a double double or a designer latte, your coffee is not just a drink. It’s a global commodity. Second only to oil, the coffee industry is worth over $80 billion a year.  We consume 2 billion cups of coffee a day. But, for a three dollar cup of coffee the impoverished Ethiopian coffee farmer gets three cents. Most farmers earn the price of one cup of coffee in a week. 
Black Gold follows Tadesse Meskela, the Manager of the Oromia Coffee Farmers Co-operative Union, for two years as he struggles to save his 74,000 coffee farmers from bankruptcy. Meskela spends a great deal of time flying around the world meeting coffee buyers willing to pay farmers a better price set by the International commodities exchange. 
“We were provoked to make a film about coffee after it was announced at the end of 2002 that Ethiopia was facing another famine. Twenty years earlier in 1984, people across the world had been motivated to respond to this crisis by giving aid. The difference this time was that coffee farmers were being caught up in this new food crisis while the global coffee industry was booming. 
We wanted to urgently remind audiences that through just one cup of coffee, we were inextricably connected to the livelihoods of millions of people around the world who are struggling to survive,” stated the directors Nick and Marc Francis. 
When Black Gold was Shown at Sundance Film Festival, an audience member immediately stood up during the Q/A and wrote a $10,000 cheque to build a schoolhouse for the children of impoverished coffee growers in the film. dream does not know what the film will motivate you to do, but invites you to find out. 
Black Gold doesn’t urge you to give up your double espresso, or build a schoolhouse for that matter, but it will ask you to think before you drink, to start paying a fair price to farmers with your next cup. 

dream is a registered non-profit mentoring organization located in Dunnville, Ontario. dream offers academic, social and financial support for local secondary school students. For more information on Black Gold, visit www.blackgoldmove.com. For more information on dream please contact
 Dr. Reza Kazemi at (905) 774-8841 or kazemi@mountaincable.net
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