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Building dreams; Local doctor donates Labour Day income to support DREAM Program 

DOREEN HOOVER 
Local News - Wednesday, September 05, 2007 @ 05:00 

The DREAM scholarship program got an added boost over the weekend thanks to the generosity of a former Dunnville physician. Dr. Graham Wood, former chief of staff at Haldimand War Memorial Hospital, donated the income earned from his 24-hour emergency room shift on Labour Day to help support scholarships for DREAM's Class of 2011. DREAM currently has 140 registered students from Grades 9 to 12 with 35 new students starting the program this fall. DREAM's first group of students will graduate in June 2008. 

Designing Routes to Education and Mentoring (DREAM) is a grassroots community-based initiative with the objective of ensuring that all students have equal opportunity to all levels of education. The program empowers participating secondary students to reach their academic potential by providing academic, social and financial support. The program offers a four-year youth mentorship program and hosts other community services including a field-school program in Ek Balam, Mexico to promote global literacy. 

DREAM's scholarship program is designed to optimize student success by providing opportunities for post-secondary education. Each Dunnville Secondary School(DSS) student registered with the DREAM program receives a $1,500 scholarship upon their admission to a publically-funded university, college or trade school. They also receive a $50 cash bonus each year they earn a minimum 70 per cent average at DSS. 

In order for DREAM to meet this financial obligation a fundraising initiative begins each September as local businesses, service clubs and individuals from the community are asked to help sponsor a student. 



Dr. Wood's weekend donation of more than $3,000 is just the latest in his ongoing support of the DREAM program. He sponsored five students in the Class of 2009, one in the Class of 2010 and two in the Class of 2011. Dr. Wood, who operated a medical practice in Dunnville from 1981 until his retirement in 2004, was also one of the guest speakers at DREAM's Raising Awareness Film and Speaker Series earlier this year. Dr. Wood, who now resides in the North Bay area, divides his time between working in small community hospitals near his home and travelling overseas to volunteer his time and medical expertise. 

"Dr. Wood is a generous man who values education and mentorship a lot," Dr. Reza Kazemi, co-founder of DREAM, said. "He basically walks the talk." 

"I am personally thankful to him for when I began my solo practice in Dunnville I remember his visits at the end of his day to check to see I was okay," Dr. Kazemi added. "We used to chat about the events of the day and he always had useful hints to make my life easier. I really appreciated that and I was always mindful of the fact that he was doing this despite his own heavy responsibilies. He was and is a mentor to me." 

Dr. Wood said he recognized the value of the DREAM program from the beginning and began offering his support. 

"I believe that an investment in education gives the most return on your money and a few hundred dollars at this stage can provide a huge benefit," he said. "It's not all about the money, but its about the ideas and vision. Any investment in small ideas now can result in huge dividends. This program gives students an idea what they can do in the future." 

Dr. Wood said the $1,500 given to each DREAM student pursuing a post secondary education is a valuable incentive. 

"It's nice to help out a bit financially, but the most important thing is that it gives people an idea they can do it," he said. "It gives them ideas on how to accomplish it. Many DREAM students accomplish multiple goals." 

Dr. Wood said he would be a mentor with the DREAM program if he lived in Dunnville, but he still remains involved through his financial support. 

"I have elected to help with fundraising by donating my remuneration from shifts at the hospital," he said. "Labour Day is one of those times and another is Boxing Day. These are often shifts doctors don't want to take anyway so it gives them an extra day off." 

Dr. Wood's shift in the ER also provided an opportunity for DSS Grade 12 student Eric Ricker to experience the medical field firsthand. Ricker, who will be graduating in DREAM's Class of 2008 next June, shadowed Dr. Wood for a couple of hours on Labour Day. Ricker is interested in pursuing a career in medicine. 

"I tell Reza if there are any students who want to work with me to send them in," Dr. Wood said. "Students interested in getting into the medical science program usually leads to some career in medicine. It may not mean that they become a doctor, but it's a general pathway." 

"I've been shadowing Dr. Wood to see what he does in the ER," Ricker said. "It's been good. It's my first time doing this and it's interesting." 

Ricker said he has enjoyed being part of the DREAM program since its inception and became a student mentor for Grade 9 DREAM students last year. 

"I've enjoyed the program and the trip to Mexico allowed me to see how people live and to see how we are different," he said. "You see different aspects and it opens horizons about how everything goes on in the world." 

DREAM's third annual Raising Awareness Film and Speaker Series is also in the final planning stage. The six-part series, which includes films and guest speakers, runs from October to May. 

Funds raised from the series supports after-school tutoring at the Dunnville Public Library. 

DREAM's mentoring program currently involves 13 groups who meet twice weekly at various locations in the community for two-hour mentoring sessions. All board members and mentors are volunteers and all venue space is donated by community organizations. 

Support from an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant for $69,900, received by the Rotary Club of Dunnville in 2005 in partnership with DREAM, is being used to develop a formal mentorship curriculum manual, a training manual and video, and fundraising materials with the aim of adopting DREAM to other interested communities by September 2008. 

Further information on the DREAM program or the Raising Awareness series is available by calling 905-774-8601 or by going online to www.dreamfwb.com 


