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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact Information:
Dr. Reza Kazemi

905.774.8601, kazemi@mountaincable.net

             raising awareness: dream’s film and speaker series presents 
                                             Rain in a Dry Land

(Dunnville, Ontario, Feb. 1st, 2008) Imagine the hard calloused hands of your grandfather, a new immigrant, who helped build Canada’s first railroad, or your grandmother who worked at the old Lanark for a $1/hour, anything to make that fresh start in the new world.

But, what does it mean to be an immigrant in today’s global village? How do you negotiate the distance when you are living in an African refugee camp and have never seen a flushed toilet, or a staircase, and are told you will be resettled to the 28th floor of an apartment building in an industrialized, urban American city?

Sponsored by IDA Hauser’s Pharmacy, dream’s raising awareness film and speaker series presents Rain in a Dry Land, on Friday, February 15, 2008,

7 pm, at Dunnville Secondary School.

The film chronicles the first two years in the lives of two Muslim Bantu families as they make the journey to very different new homes in Springfield, Massachusetts and Atlanta, Georgia.

If you were ever shocked by the immigrant hardships of your own ancestors, you may find this journey heartbreaking and provocative.

In 2004, thirteen thousand Somali refugees were resettled in fifty urban cities across America. They are Bantu people whose ancestors were brought to Somalia as slaves. When war broke out in 1991, they were attacked and driven from their homes; they escaped to Kenya, were they lived in refugee camps for almost thirteen years before coming to America.

The film begins in January 2004, at the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya, where our featured families are just stunned by what they learn about America in a “Cultural Orientation” class.  These were people who had never seen indoor plumbing, never seen a building taller than one story, and now they are told they may live in a thirty-story building. How are they going to do it we ask?

“[Rain in a Dry Land] involves you so quickly that before you know it you care deeply about the people whose ordeals are being told…[you]…experience the immigrant journey,” states the New York Daily Times.

“[It is film] you’ll kick yourself for missing…The way the camera passively observes the rough transition is unsettling…but underscores the way in which promises of aid and a better life can be difficult to deliver,” claims the Missoula Independent.

Rain in Dry Land was directed and produced by the Emmy Award winning filmmaker Ann Makepeace. “When people see those among us who are often invisible—immigrants, refugees, those that are cleaning bathrooms, doing janitorial work, doing menial jobs,” notes Makepeace, “we often don’t see that they’re there. One thing I really hope that audiences will take away from this film is that those people will become visible to them.”

dream and IDA Hauser Pharmacy hopes everyone in the community won’t miss this opportunity to view Rain in a Dry Land. Fair trade refreshments and a discussion about new immigrants, community responses and responsibilities will follow the film: How do we measure the distance between new immigrants and ourselves?

Also, at this special event, there will be a display titled “The Helping Hands of Dunnville”.   This exposition will highlight the many outreach groups in Dunnville with the intent to raise awareness of their accomplishments and needs and to enrich these volunteer organizations with new “Helping Hands”.

“Not all of us can travel to the developing world to provide aid, but all of us can reach out our hand to make a difference in the lives of our neighbours. We all have the ability to live the "good life" and change our world in a positive way” said Joanne Falletta, dream’s communication coordinator.
For more information on how you can purchase season tickets to dream’s raising awareness: film and speaker series or join as a volunteer or community sponsor contact Dr. Reza Kazemi at 905.774.8841, or by email at kazemi@mountaincable.net. All proceeds from the event will help fund dream’s community and youth programs.
dream is a unique, community-based organization of volunteers that builds Dunnville's capacity to better serve its youth by providing academic, social and financial support to secondary school students. dream offers a four-year, youth mentorship program and hosts other community services that include a field-school program in Ek Balam, Mexico to promote global literacy.
dream’s presentation of Rain in A Dry Land is generously sponsored by I.D.A. Hauser’s Pharmacy.
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