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Mayor Marie Trainer, Volunteer of the Year Award winners Clayton and Helen Spears, of Cayuga, with councillor Buck Sloat at the 2007 Haldimand County Recognition Night. Rosemary Bartlett / The Chronicle; Councillor Lorne Boyko, MPP Toby Barrett, Dunnville Hall of Fame inductee Pat Forsey, Mayor Marie Trainer, and Don Edwards, constituency assistant for MP Diane Finley, at the 2007 Haldimand County Recognition Night awards ceremony in Cayuga. Rosemary Bartlett / The Chronicle; MPP Toby Barrett, Mayor Marie Trainer, Community Project award winners Drs. Barbara and Reza Kazemi, of Dunnville, and Don Edwards, constituency assistant for MP Diane Finley, at the 2007 Haldimand County Recognition Night awards ceremony in Cayuga.Rosemary Bartlett / The Chronicle
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Community volunteers honoured at awards ceremony and gala; Seventh annual banquet pays tribute to local heroes 

Rosemary Bartlett 
Local News - Wednesday, November 14, 2007 Updated @ 10:47:55 AM 

Local heroes were honoured at the 7th Annual Haldimand County Recognition Night gala awards reception at the Cayuga Kinsmen Community Centre last Tuesday evening. 

It was a night to say thank-you to the individuals, groups and organizations, who through countless hours of volunteering their time, energies and resources, have made lasting and meaningful contributions to the quality of life in our communities. 

"The personal commitment made by volunteers is significant throughout the County," said Hugh Hanley, general manager of community services. Of the volunteers who were nominated in the eight categories of awards that were handed out that night, Hanley's staff estimated that there were 1,600 years of volunteerism represented in the room. When the years were broken down further into hours, it was estimated that collectively these volunteers represented 14 million volunteer hours, which represented a savings of $140 million in "very conservative wages to the county. That would be far away from any budget Haldimand County could ever possibly provide," added Don Boyle, chief admi"Volunteers are the heart of Haldimand County, and you all know that without you, we would not have all the programs that we enjoy today," said Marie Trainer, mayor. 

MPP Toby Barrett offered his "heartiest thanks," and added, "I ask you to never, ever underestimate the contribution that you make to our society and microcosm of our county. You are so instrumental in making our area down here such a great place to live, and to work." 

Dr. Reza Kazemi and Dr. Barbara Falco-Kazemi, of Dunnville, were presented with the Community Project award for DREAM (Designing Routes to Education and Mentorship) - Futures Without Borders. The DREAM program empowers the youth of the community to pursue post-secondary education by providing academic, social and financial support to students in Grades 9 through 12. DREAM supplies free tutors twice weekly to all students in need of assistance. 
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The four-year mentorship program is designed to promote self awareness, self esteem, and empowers individuals to reach their academic potential. Currently, there are 140 students in the program with 30 volunteers supporting the program. The first student from the program will graduate from Dunnville Secondary School this year. "We are all moved by a vision, and the vision is to create a world where all students have equal opportunity to all levels of education," said Kazemi. Community Living Haldimand-Pavillion Project was the runner-up.
For full report, please see:

http://www.dunnvillechronicle.com/webapp/sitepages/content.asp?contentid=775889&catname=Local+News&classif=
